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Abstract

Owing to the influence of a lot of variations in dynamic environment, the measurement
for state of charge (SOC) of battery is usually under no-loaded or lower-loaded conditions to
get higher accuracy of SOC estimation. But, the loading conditions of electric vehicles are
always different. There must have some mechanism to let the drivers know how much
energy is remaining in the battery and how far the vehicles can go? In this paper, we
combine curve fitting and Coulomb measurement method and propose a multi-segment
matching method to solve the problem. First, we collected a lot of dynamic discharging data
of the battery and made them as a database. Then, a lot of polynomial functions can be
made from the database by using the curve fitting method. When the current loading and
terminal voltage of the battery are measured for an electric vehicle in a dynamic environment,
an appropriate polynomial function will be chosen to calculate the SOC of the battery.
According to the experimental results, the error of SOC estimation is less than 8%, which
means the results are valuable for commercial applications.
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17:11:50 2.679 0.247313 2.473125
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17:12:30 2.614 0.247313 2.473125
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Abstract

An application permanent magnet and Hall Effect sensors is introduced in this paper. This
combination provides a longer life-span due to its wear-free. The main component of angular
position estimation system is Hall sensor. This angular sensing are combined with a magnet
and two linear Hall elements, which provide a sine-cosine pan for the microprocessor to
determine the angle of the rotary part within a single turn. Such a contactless angular sensing
derive is particularly reliable, compared to the traditional conductive-plastic-film
potentiometers, under environments with sustained vibrations. Reference material is the QS
9000 and ISO/TS 16949 quality standards on the requirement of measurement system. The
system arrival to fit of practical application is given. It can be widely used in the angular
measurement field.

Keywords: Angular measurement, Hall Effect sensors, Gauge Analysis.
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Abstract

The historical-biography literature produced at that time are probably the earliest narrative
literature in China. Although they don't have a complete fictional form, they prepared for the
later novels concerning thoughts, subjects and linguistic expression. In recent years, the
treatise which discuss the relationship between the historical-biography literature and ancient
Chinese novel generally discuss the subject from the angle of Shi-ji's art style. But the
narrative structure and some methods of creating characters originated from the
historical-biography literature in pre-Qin times. At that time, there was no distinction between
history and fiction, so historians always used the literary methods to record history. Today,
from the literary point of view, we call these historical books the historical-biography
literature. China has an age-old historical tradition in science, in this tradition, because of
possessing both characteristics of history as well as literature, pre-Qin historical-biography
literature not only opened up a wide subject field for the development of ancient Chinese
novels, but also provided a good narrative model for later authors of novel because it recorded
in the true detail the historical events, circumstances and characters. Especially Zuo-zhuan,
Guo-yu, Zhan-guo-ce accumulated abundant and creative experiences in many aspects such as
creative method, subject choice, form system, narrative art, portraying characters, describing
circumstances, aesthetic standards etc, and also deeply influenced the forming and developing

of later Chinese novels.

Keywords: Pre-Qin times, Historical-biography literature, Narrative tradition, The origin

of ancient Chinese novel
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Abstract

Yan Shu was a famous ci - poet in the Northern Song Dynasty. Yan Jidao was one of his
sons. Two Yan had different temperaments as well as destiny: Yan Shu owned a high rank
as an official; by contrast, Yan Jidao was down and out with many adversities in his lifetime.
They both wrote Xiaoling and were influenced by Hua-chien Ci. The styles they showed
through their diverse lives had the different characteristics of literature esthetics.

In this paper, writing works by Two Yan are compared and analyzed to present their
distinct creative styles. From this study, the similar parts between them indicate that they
are sensitive and sharp to time and space. Regarding the differences, Yan Shu’s attitude
toward life is to live for today, whereas Yan Jidao is to live for the past. Yan Shu makes
good use of the images of flowers, while young Yan Jidao takes advantages of the images of
dreams. The expressions of Yan Shu’s emotions are rational and self-controlled; however,

Yan Jidao’s are naive and realistic.

Keywords: Yan Shu , Yan Jidao, Hua-chien Ci, Sung Ci Poetry, Images
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Abstract

This article mainly uses the historical data which published in the period of the
Japanese ruling (a few parts in the Qing Dynasty and postwar) to reorganize the character
biographical data during the period of Japanese rule in Hsinwu town, Taoyuan county. First,
the local characters in Hsinwu include 28 people whose name are Fan-jiang Teng, Lu
Chia-seng, Lu Zhiman, etc. Some of the characters articipated in the rice production and
marketing, and some of them held the credit portfolios in Hsinwu and Dapo. Moreover, the
Hsinwu town council was the important place where local elites participated in the public
place. The Fan-jiang family was the most influencing and representative family in Hsinwu.
The Taiwanese characters from the other towns are Zhang Xing, Yin Rongcai, Zhang Fujiao,
etc. Most of them came from Hukow and half of them were teachers. Last, 15 Japanese
characters worked in Hsinwu were Takahashi, Egashira, Yamauchi, etc. They mainly came
from Kyushu and west Japan ,and most of them engaged in education. This paper translates
and describes every character in detail and compares with the research literature of entire
Taiwan, so the similar features between Hsinwu and the outside areas and the distinct
appearancecan be discovered.

Keywords: Taiwan History, Village History, Local History, Local Elites, Leading Class
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Abstract

With the increasing economic and educational interflow between Taiwan and China,
there has also been an increasing interest in the world population for learning Chinese
nowadays. As for teaching and learning Chinese as a second language, the most and first issue
to face is choosing phonetic symbols. Hényﬁpinyin(ii?ﬁ#f:f}) as phonetic symbols is the
mainstream of the world in the field today while notional phonetic alphabet(?}jFﬁ NoE) is
only in practice in Taiwan. However, the successful experiences for elementary school
students learning Chinese with notional phonetic alphabet in Taiwan are really worthy to
analogize to the world. Chinese, in contrast with stress languages and phonograms such as
English and Japanese, is a tone language and ideogram, and therefore phonetics and
characters are regarded as two main problems for overseas Chinese learners. The primary goal
of this paper is to analyze the difference of phonetic symbols between Hanylpinyin and
notional phonetic alphabet from the perspective of language learning. The advantages and
disadvantages for such two phonetic symbols are also discussed in this article. Notional
phonetic alphabet will be proposed as a phonetic symbols superior to Hanytpinyin for
language beginners. Learning Chinese with notional phonetic alphabet can not only avoid
negative transfer from mother tongue, but also result in a positive effect in learning Chinese
characters thereafter. Therefore, to learn Chinese efficiently and effectively as it is in Taiwan,

notional phonetic alphabet merits to be promoted to overseas Chinese learners.

Keywords: teaching Chinese as a second language, notional phonetic alphabet, Hanyupinyin,
phonetic symbols, ideogram
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Abstract

This study investigated the effects of integration word-focused tasks to L2 vocabulary
acquisition and retention in reading class. To this end, two L2 reading approaches - narrow
reading and reading plus word-focused tasks — were conducted in freshman English course.
One hundred and nine students from two intact classes took part this quasi-experiment. One
class (the control group) received the narrow reading instruction while the other (the
experiment group) the reading plus word-focused tasks. The Vocabulary Knowledge Scales
were administered right before the treatment, immediate after the treatment and three weeks
later to access students’ knowledge of eight target words. The results indicated that the
reading plus word-focused group significantly outperformed the narrow reading group on the
acquisition test, and demonstrated significantly more vocabulary knowledge on the
acquisition test. Nevertheless, as to the retention of gained words, no significant differences

were found between these two reading treatments.

Keywords: Vocabulary acquisition, vocabulary retention, word-focus task, word frequency, L2

learners
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In the field of teaching English as a second language (ESL), language researchers have
agreed on that learners need to have a well-developed lexicon to read well (e.g. Grabe &
Stoller, 2002; Laufer, 1997; Nagy, 1997; Nation, 2001). However, researchers show
disagreement on how L2 vocabulary can best be acquired. For example, Day and Bamfold,
(1998), and Krashen (1993) argue that the best way of developing students’ vocabulary
knowledge is through reading. They point out that direct vocabulary teaching can only be
accounted for very small proportion of learners’ vocabulary growth due to limited exposure
and time constraints in EFL classroom. Instead, they propose that by engaging in extensive
reading or narrow reading (Krashen, 1993), learners read topics related articles for general
comprehension and pleasure, not only learners’ attitudes toward L2 reading become positive,
but also their knowledge of vocabulary increases incidentally while they infer or guess the
unknown word with the help of cues in texts (Cho & Krashen 1994; Day & Bamfold, 1998;
Mason & Krashen, 1997). Nation (2001), Schmitt (2000), and Warning and Nation (2004), on
the other hand, argue that the explicit vocabulary instruction is helpful for L2 learners who
feel it is most needed in that the uptake of new words from reading is rather small. More
importantly, a well-balanced language program not only should integrate vocabulary teaching
as a critical component, but also should be able to involve learners in searching and
evaluating the target words in exercise (Nation, 2001).

Nevertheless, the findings regarding the use of various vocabulary exercises and narrow
reading have been mixed. For example, the study by Warning and Takaki (2003) confirmed
that reading graded readers is helpful in developing and enriching already known words. Joe
(1998) stated that reading and recalling the main points of a passage without explicitly
focusing on vocabulary facilitate the acquisition of vocabulary. Specifically, Hulstign,
Hollander and Greidanus (1996) reported that the frequency of occurrence of word fosters
incidental vocabulary learning and that marginal gloss is more effective than dictionary using
in vocabulary acquisition. On the contrary, Night (1994) reported her subjects were learning
more new words by consulting a dictionary. Different from what Night (1994) have reported,
Laufer (2003) argued that more words will gain from writing sentences with the target words
than that from reading with marginal glosses or looking up unknown words in the dictionary.
Given this inconclusiveness on the effectiveness of vocabulary acquisition of these various
approaches, to add our understanding in this regard, the aim of this paper is to report a
qusai-experiment on the comparison of effectiveness of word-focus tasks and word frequency
in narrow reading to vocabulary acquisition and retention.

Drawing attention to new words

Building up a large vocabulary is a daunting task for L2 learners. Researchers Day and
Bamfold (1998) and Mason and Krashen (1997) have suggested extensive reading, students
do self-selected reading on various topics, is an useful approach in enhancing learners’
vocabulary knowledge. However, empirical studies on L2 reading comprehension suggested
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that learners have to have sufficient amount of vocabulary knowledge, a language threshold
(Grabe & Stoller, 2002), to understand a text. More specifically, Hirsh and Nation (1992) and
Hu and Nation (2000) concluded that to correctly infer and guess meaning of unknown words,
L2 learners need to know at least 95%-98% of the running words in a text. As a result of
insufficient vocabulary knowledge, L2 learners usually fail to guess the meaning of unknown
words due to the cue words provided in text are also unfamiliar to them. Moreover, learners
sometimes over-estimate their understanding of words or confuse words with similar spelling
(Laufer, 2003; Laufer & Yano, 2001). Consequently, L2 learners’ inability of inferring
unknown words in text has set off a heat debate over whether to draw L2 learners’ attention to
form in reading is prerequisite for acquisition (Ellis, 1994).

When it is evident that L2 learners do not necessarily recognize unknown words as
unknown and tend to ignore the precise meaning of a word, various teaching approaches have
emerged claiming the capacity of drawing learners’ attention to language features that
otherwise might be left unnoticed (Nation, 2001; Schmitt 2000; Wesche & Paribakht, 2000).
Among them are methods such as word-focus tasks like looking unknown words in a
dictionary, gap-filling, word reoccurrence and marginal gloss printed in texts and etc. There is
a problem, though. For teachers, with so many approaches suggested, it is difficult to decide
which suggestion to follow. Since only a few words and only a small part of what is required
to know a word can be dealt with in a reading session, the effectiveness and efficiency of
these vocabulary techniques have become a major concern for many teachers. To solve this
problem, Laufer and Hulstijn (2001) extend Schmidt’s noticing hypothesis (2001), and
contend that the extent to which the needs for deep elaboration on meaning of an unknown
word required by various vocabulary tasks promote its acquisition and retention. For example,
when reading a text, learners may come across an unknown word and look it up in a
dictionary. Because dictionary consulting involves learners paying attention to the formal and
semantic aspect of new words, it helps associate the new information with existing knowledge
(Nation, 2001; Laufer & Hustijn, 2001; Laufer, 2003). Thus, dictionary using while reading
results vocabulary acquisition.

Word-focus tasks and word reoccurrence

Many empirical studies have confirmed that using dictionary during reading, completing
sentences with target words, word repetition and highlighted in print are useful techniques to
vocabulary acquisition (e.g. Hulstijn, Hollander & Greidanus, 1996; Knight, 1994; Laufer,
2003; Luppescu & Day, 1993; Paribakht & Wesche, 1997; 2000). For example, Luppescu and
Day (1993) reported that learners who read and looked up the unknown words in a dictionary
remembered the target words better than learners who read without a dictionary. In a similar
study, Knight (1994) also found that learners who consulted unfamiliar words in an electronic
dictionary retained more learnt words. However, Laufer, on the other hand, found that learners
completing sentences with the target words is far more effective than reading and looking up
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unknown words in the dictionary. Likewise, Rott (2007) reported that the reoccurrence of an
unknown word in a text resulted in more productive word knowledge gained among advanced
L2 learners than that meaning provided in a marginal gloss.

From the previous studies, it seems that both word-focus tasks as well as word
frequency are contributing to vocabulary acquisition and retention. To determine which works
more efficiently in L2 reading lesson, Wesche and Paribakht (1997;2000) compared the
approach of narrow reading (Krashen,1993), in which the target words are recycled in topic
related articles, and the approach of reading combined text-based work-focus task to the
growth of target vocabulary. The results showed that although both approaches led to gains in
vocabulary knowledge, it was the approach of reading combined with word-focus tasks
retained more vocabulary. Specifically, the results of Laufer’s (2003) and Kim’s (2008)
experimental studies also indicated that word-focus tasks such as gap-filling and sentence
writing with target words in reading lesson gained the most in vocabulary knowledge.

Building upon Paribakht & Wesche’s (1997; 2000) original research, in Taiwan, Min
(2008) compared vocabulary learning in two reading approaches — narrow reading and
reading combined word-focus task. Fifty male high school students who attended this study
voluntarily were assigned randomly into these two reading classes. After a period of 5 weeks
instructional treatment, the 25 secondary students who read and practiced various vocabulary
exercises outperformed significantly on a modified Vocabulary Knowledge Scale (Wesche &
Paribakht, 1996) than their counterparts who read thematically related articles only. Her
findings demonstrated that vocabulary tasks in reading lesson are more effective and efficient
than the narrow reading approach in enhancing vocabulary acquisition and retention.
Nevertheless, according to Min, because these students were highly motivated and strategic
learners, they might intrinsically determine to learn English by utilizing whatever resources
were available to them. Furthermore, the 10 hours’ treatments were proceeded in a period of
5-week. It is hard to exclude the possibility of extra exposures to those target words within
this 5-week period. Thus, it is still unknown whether students who do not as motivated and
strategic as Ming’s students will benefit from vocabulary tasks in reading class.

To add our understanding on whether the word-focus tasks also generate more word
knowledge in a regular English reading lesson, the researcher of this study modified Min’s
study and implemented it in one session of the freshmen English course of a technological
university in the northern part of Taiwan. It was hoped that with the information gained in this
study, teachers are at a better position to decide which tasks to integrate into their reading
class. Specifically, the researcher sought to answer the following questions:

1. Do L2 learners acquire and retain vocabulary knowledge in narrow reading class?

2. Do L2 learners acquire and retain vocabulary knowledge in reading plus vocabulary

exercises class?

3. Which class is more effective in terms of vocabulary acquisition? and

4. Which class is more effective in terms of vocabulary retention?

In this study, based on Min’s (2008) definition, learners’ vocabulary knowledge refers to
learner’s ability of providing correct Chinese meaning of the target word.
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Methodology

Subjects

The subjects in this experiment were 120 freshmen in two parallel intact classes of a
technological university in the northern part of Taiwan. All the students were from the
department of Informational Management, and their English proficiencies were at the
high-beginning or low-intermediate level. To ascertain that both groups’ English proficiencies
were at the same level prior to different instructional treatments, an independent samples t-test
was performed to compare participants’ mid-term exam scores of a single semester. Students
who missed any one of the three tests - pre-test, immediate posttest and the delayed test - due
to absent on the day of testing, their scores were not included in this study. As a result, there
were 55 students left in the narrow reading class (henceforth the class A), and 54 students in
the reading plus word-focus tasks class (henceforth the class B). The average score for the
Class A was 51.6182 (SD=18.1684) and that of the Class B was 51.3519 (SD=18.1857). No
significant difference existed between these two classes’ English proficiency levels ( = .076,
p<.05, df=107).

Reading Material

Main reading text. The main reading text “Cell phone etiquette (Appendix A)” and a
set of relating comprehension questions were selected from the textbook Active Skills for
Reading (Anderson, 2007) on the market in Taiwan. The topic was chosen because cell
phones are popular devices among Taiwanese college students. It is assumed that these
students had similar experiences regarding cell pone use. In fact, all the students who attended
this study had reported that they possessed a cell phone and saw it as a basic communication
device in their lives.

Thematically related supplemental reading texts. The supplemental material read
by the reading only group was retrieved from the website wiseGEEK (Kayne, 2003; Appendix
B) and modified by the researcher.

Vocabulary exercise. Two exercises (Appendix C) were designed by the researcher and
used in the reading plus vocabulary tasks instruction. One exercise required students matching
the target word to its definition; the other filling in the blanks.

Target vocabulary. Based on the findings of Hu and Nation’s (2000) study, a desirable
of 98% coverage of known words in a reading text, one in fifty running words is unknown,
gives readers the chance to improve their reading fluency without constantly have to cope
with new words. More specifically, Gairns and Redman (1989) suggested every eight to
twelve productive vocabulary for a sixty instructional class to reduce the learning burden of
learners. Given that the two reading texts are 285 words and 368 words, it is thought these 8
target words would not increase the learning burden.

These eight target words were chosen according to the following criteria. First, two
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freshmen of Information Management of the same university who did not attend this study
were asked to read and select the unknown words from a list of 16 words selected from the
reading text. Based on their responses, 8 target words that were unfamiliar to both students
were selected for the study. The eight target words are attention, etiquettes, impolite, sensitive,
permission, convenient, combination, and emergency.

Test Instrument

Paribakht and Wesche’s (1997) Vocabulary Knowledge Scale (VKS) was adapted and
translated into Chinese (Appendix D) by the researcher to measure vocabulary knowledge in
this study. In present study, the VKS uses a 5-point scale, including self-report and
performance items, to measure both self-perceived and demonstrated knowledge of specific
word in written form. Each score indicates the following level of vocabulary knowledge:
I(not familiar at all), 2(familiar but meaning is not known), 3 (a correct synonym or
translation is given), 4 (word is used with semantic appropriateness in a sentence, and 5 (word
is used with grammatical and semantic appropriateness in a sentence). This instrument was
considered valid measure of participants’ vocabulary knowledge for this study. There were in
total three VKS tests — pretest, immediate posttest, and delayed posttest - used on three
separating days. The maximum score for word knowledge was 40 each.

Instructional Treatments

The researcher has taught these two classes freshmen English since the beginning of the
autumn semester of 2009. The general English is a two-hour session, two sessions per week
course. The researcher conducted this study in the first session of the 11™ week (first Class A
then Class B) on the same day. Both classes read the main reading text first with the target
words highlighted in boldface (see Appendix A). After reading the main reading text, the
researcher conducted some reading-related activities (e.g. discussion, interpretation, and
answering the questions) as usual. Then the students answered the reading comprehension
questions (Appendix A) and checked their answers with the researcher.

After checking the answers with the researcher in class, the students in Class B were
asked to complete a variety of vocabulary exercises, including the target words from the given
text. The aim of these exercises was to tap on students’ receptive knowledge of these target
words (Appendix C). Each target word appeared in the vocabulary exercises twice. In other
words, students worked two more times on each target word in addition to encountering it in
the main reading text. The researcher also checked answers with students to ensure their
completion and understanding.

In contrast, the narrow reading class (Class A) was required to read one more thematically
related article after checking the answers to the comprehension questions with the researcher.
The thematically related material was collected and adapted by the researcher in consultation
with other teachers of English. To make the times of encounter equal between two classes,
each target word appeared in the thematically related texts at least two times to further expose
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the students in Class A.

Procedure

To encourage students to take the vocabulary test, the present study was conducted in a
regular session of freshman English course. The subjects were not told in advance that they
were participating in a vocabulary experiment. At the end of the lesson, the subjects were
given an unexpected test. The experiment was conducted on three different days over a four
weeks period. A VKS pretest which included these eight target words with other eight
distracting vocabulary was administered at the beginning of the first session of the 10" week,
right after the participants’ mid-term test week, of the full semester of 2008. The instructional
treatments and VKS vocabulary immediate post-tests, including 8 target words plus 2 other
distraction words, were administered one week later, in the first session of 11™ week. Finally,
three weeks later after the treatments, the delayed posttest, which had the same format but in
which the test items was displayed in a different order, was administered to these two classes
to measure the retention of these eight target vocabulary knowledge.

Scoring

The maximum score for the VKS was 40 each. A score from one to five points is given to
each subject’s VKS self-reported answer to each target word. The score criteria are as
follows: 1=target word is reported as not familiar at all; 2=target word is reported familiar but
meaning is unknown; 3=a correct synonym or translation is given; 4=target word is used with
semantic appropriateness in a sentence; S=target word is used with grammatically and
semantic appropriateness in a sentence.

Table 1 Descriptive statistics of pretest, immediate posttest, and delayed test scores of A and B class

Pre-test Immediate Delayed
Class N Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD
A 55 13.9636 3.07898 19.7273 4.77437 17.5091 3.52175
B 54 13.3148 3.44128 20.9259 4.92147 17.7963 3.25275
Maximal Score: 40
Results

The descriptive statistics of the pretest, immediate posttest, and delayed test scores are
reported in Table 1. The mean discrepancies between pretest and posttest scores of these two
classes were considered as the scores of vocabulary acquisition, whereas the mean
discrepancies between scores of the pretest and delayed test taken three weeks later were
treated as the scores of vocabulary retention. In order to answer these four research questions,
the data were analyzed using SPSS version 14.0. The #-tests were conducted to analyze the
results in order to address each of these four research questions. The alpha level was set at .05.
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And Table 2 and 3 demonstrated the results of post hoc comparison of the scores among the
pretests, immediate posttests, and delayed tests within each class.

Effectiveness of Reading and Vocabulary Tasks

The first research question asked whether the reading only class affects the initial
vocabulary learning of L2 students. As shown in table 2, class A gained more vocabulary
knowledge after the instructional treatment. The difference between Class A’s immediate
posttest scores and pretest scores (MD= 5.76364) indicated that students made significant
vocabulary gains after instruction (¢ = 13.671, p<.05, df=54). In addition, the mean difference
between the delayed posttest scores and pretest scores (MD= 3.54545) demonstrated that
Class A still retained significantly more word knowledge three weeks later after the
instructional treatment than they did prior to receiving the instruction ( ¢ = 9.764, P<.05, df
=54).

Table 2 Comparisons of scores between paired tests for class A

Paired differences

Paired tests Mean SD Std. Error t Sig.(2-tailed)
Difference
Immediate/Pre 5.76364 3.12673 42161 13.671 .000
Delayed/Pre 3.54545 2.69305 36313 9.764 .000
P<.05

Likewise, the second research question asked whether the reading plus vocabulary tasks
class affects the initial vocabulary acquisition of L2 learners. As shown in Table 3, class B
gained more vocabulary knowledge after the instructional treatment. The differences between
the B class’ immediate posttest scores and pretest scores (MD= 7.61111) indicated that
students made vocabulary gains after instruction (= 13.566, p<.05, df=53). In addition, the
mean difference between delayed posttest and pretest scores (MD= 4.48148) demonstrated
that class B still retained more word knowledge three weeks later after the instructional
treatment than they did prior to receiving the instruction (¢ = 10.172, P<.05, df=53).

Table 3 Comparisons of scores between paired tests for class B

Paired differences

Paired tests Mean SD Std. Error t Sig. (2-tailed)
Difference
Immediate/Pre 7.61111 4.12272 .56103 13.566 .000
Delayed/Pre 4.48148 3.23740 44055 10.172 .000
P<.05
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The third and fourth research questions asked which instructional treatment is more
effective in terms of vocabulary acquisition and retention three weeks later. In short, reading
instructional treatment is more efficient in terms of retention of the eight target words. Table 4
showed the acquisition rates right after the instructional treatment and retention rates three
weeks later of these two classes. As shown in the independent sample t-test in Table 5, the
mean difference between class A and B’s vocabulary acquisitions (MD=-1.84747) was
significant (=-2.639, p<.05, F=1.213). It demonstrated that Class B, the reading plus
vocabulary tasks context, acquired more knowledge about the target words than that of the
class A, the narrow reading context. The mean difference between class A and B’s vocabulary
retention (MD=-.93603), on the other hand, was not significant (+=-1.642, p<.05, F=.764). It
indicated that neither the supplement reading nor vocabulary tasks increased the retention rate
of those acquired vocabulary three weeks later. In other words, the hypothesis that word-focus
task enhances L2 vocabulary retention than that of narrow reading was not confirmed in
present study.

Table 4 Descriptive statistics of vocabulary acquisition and retention rates of two classes.

Mean
Class N Difference  Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean
Acquisition A 55 5.7636 3.12673 42161
(Immediate/Pre) 54 76111 412272 56103
Retention A 55 3.5455 2.69305 36313
(Delayed/Pre) 54 44815 3.23740 44055
P<.05

Table 5 Comparisons of the vocabulary acquisition and retention scores.

t-test for Equality of Means

Sig. Mean Std. Error

F t df (2-tailed) Difference Difference
Acquisition A/B 1.213 -2.639 107 .010 -1.84747 70004
-2.633 98.829 .010 -1.84747 70179
Retention A/B 764 -1.642 107 .103 -.93603 .56996
-1.639 102.875 .104 -.93603 .57092

P<.05
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Discussion

This study examined the effectiveness of two different instructional treatments in class
on L2 vocabulary acquisition and retention. By answering the four research questions, the
findings of this study provided empirical evidence for the effectiveness of different activities
in class in terms of L2 vocabulary acquisition. Corroborating to the results of Wesche and
Paribakht’s (1997) and Min’s (2008) studies, the results of this study show both words
frequency in reading text and word-focused tasks plus reading are useful approaches in
helping L2 learners’ initial vocabulary acquisition as well as the retention of these initial
gained words three weeks later.

Specifically, with the length of instructional time and major reading material being equal,
three factors were considered contributing to these significant vocabulary acquisition and
retention of these two groups. First, the word frequency effect (Warning & Takaki, 2003),
word reoccurrence in supplement reading, might lead to the gains of the vocabulary
knowledge of this narrow reading class — learners encountered the targets words at least three
to four times while reading the main text as well as the supplement reading text. Second, the
attention drawn to vocabulary tasks might contribute to the significant vocabulary gains of
Class B, the reading with word-focus tasks class. Finally, the boldfaced of these target words
in reading passages might also play a role in drawing the students’ attention to these eight
target words while reading. As a result, word reoccurrence, word-focused tasks, and boldface
of the target words are effective techniques to draw learners’ attention to the meaning of the
target words while reading (Nation, 2001; Laufer & Hultsihn 2001).

Additionally, this study extends prior evidence that word-focus tasks results in more
vocabulary gained. After the comparison of these initial word acquisition of these two classes,
Wesche and Paribakht’s (1997) and Min’s (2008) findings were confirmed in this study. From
the results of these two immediate posttest and delaying tests, reading with word-focus tasks
was more effective than supplement reading in terms of facilitating L2 vocabulary initial
acquisition despite both classes gained. The significant difference between the initial
acquisitions between these two classes indicated that vocabulary tasks resulted in greater
vocabulary gained right after the instructional treatment. In other words, word-focused tasks
were more effective in that it involves learners actively in searching for and evaluating these
target words while completing the vocabulary tasks. In Laufer and Hultsijn’s (2001) term, the
involvement load of word-focused task is stronger than that of passively noticing while
reading, which in turn lead to better gain in vocabulary knowledge.

Nevertheless, Wesche and Paribakht’s (1997) and Min’s (2008) findings that
word-focused tasks would enhance and would retain more initial acquired words was not
confirmed in this study. The result to the last research question indicated that both classes
regressed significantly on the delayed test three weeks after the treatments. There was no
significant difference between these two classes’ retention rates. In fact, class B, the reading
plus word-focus treatment, regressed more than class A, the narrow reading approach
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Two tentative explanations — technically and psychologically - could be drawn from this
unexpected result. Technically, this low vocabulary retention might be attributed to
insufficient of word repeating and recycling. According to (Warning & Takaki, 2003), it takes
at least eight times of encounters for a new word to be acquired by reading grade readers.
Moreover, learners may need more intensive treatment of vocabulary recycling. In this study,
the gained words were subjects to forget within a short period of three weeks. In other words,
in order to retain the gained knowledge of vocabulary, the vocabulary recycling should be
conducted in a shorter period of time.

Psychologically, the low retention rates of these two groups may also suggest that the
students in both classes were not motivated learners. In Taiwan, while high school students
were active learners in learning English for the preparation of college entrance examination,
students in university attend English for credits. For example, the subject in Min’ s (2008)
study were motivated learners in that they took part the extra summer English session offered
by high school voluntarily. On the contrary, for all the subjects in this study, English was a
required course for all the freshmen and the attendance was mandatory. Moreover, it was
observed that the students were silent during the discussing session and unwilling to
communicate in class unless been called out. Thus, apart from various teaching techniques or
devices introduced into class, students’ attitudes toward English learning need to be taken into
consideration.

Conclusion

Vocabulary knowledge is a critical component in L2 language competence. As
previously noted, teachers have integrated various approaches into their teaching to advance
their learners’ vocabulary acquisition. Assuming that vocabulary exercises and activities
would result optimal opportunities of vocabulary acquisition and retention, the present study
compared the effectiveness and efficiency of two reading approaches — narrow reading and
reading plus word-focus task — to the vocabulary acquisition and retention in EFL classes.

The results of this study partially corroborated Laufer and Hulstijn’s (2001) hypothesis
that reading supplemented with vocabulary exercises was more effective to vocabulary
acquisition than word reoccurrence in narrow reading (Laufer, 2003; Ming, 2008; Wesche &
Paribakht, 1997). However, little support was found to the hypothesis that word-focused tasks
were more efficient in word retention three weeks later. Therefore, the pedagogical
implication for teachers is that to help L2 learners successfully acquire and retain vocabulary
they have encountered in reading class, teachers are encouraged to integrate various
words-focused tasks into their teaching. Moreover, recycling previous taught words is even
more crucial for those words to be retained.

For all its contribution to our knowledge of L2 vocabulary learning, inevitably, this study
also suffered from a few limitations. First, due to the shortcoming of this experiment design,
the practice effects of the test formats of pretest, immediate posttest, and delayed posttest was
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not taking into account. It was observed that students were bored while taking the delay test.
Second, the subjects were convenient samples from one technological university. Whether
students from other universities will perform differently needs further investigation. Finally,
this study did not take students’ genders and level of language proficiency as factors for which
may influence the results. Future research may explore the effects of gender among students
with different levels of language proficiencies in terms of classroom instructional tasks to
vocabulary acquisition and retention.
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Appendix A
Cell Phone Etiquette
Dear Sunday Globe

I am writing to you about your article in last Sunday’s newspaper, “Cell Phone Make

Life Easier.” Your did an excellent job explaining the good points of cell phones’; they’re convenient, we fell
safer always being able to call someone, and they are very helpful in business. One the other hand, you didn’t
talk about their bad points at all. Thus, I hope you’ll let me give your readers some advice on cell phone
etiquette.

The first point I’d like to address is loudness. When talking face to face in public, you wouldn’t shout. Likewise,
don’t shout when you talk on your cell phones in public. In fact, the microphones in cell phones are so sensitive
that you can be heard even if you speak quietly. Furthermore, keep your ringer nice and quiet — and don’t let it
ring in meetings, at the movies, etc.

Another point that needs to be made has to do with personal space. I think it is very impolite to make calls in
small spaces or crowded rooms. This makes others uncomfortable and forces them to listen to your personal
business. Additionally, it stops many face-to-face conversations from ever beginning; that’s why I never use cell
phones within three meters of other people except in emergencies, and only after asking permission.

Lastly, let me draw your readers’ attention to the dangers of doing two things at the same time. For instance, cell
phones and driving are a bad combination. Pay attention to the road! Likewise, cell phones can cause you to
neglect good friends. Give friends who are with you your full attention. Turn off your cell phone and enjoy their
company!

Sincerely,

Amber Jala

Reading Comprehension:
A. How much do you remember about the reading? Choose the best answer for each question or statement
below.
1. Why did Amber decide to write the letter?
a. She wanted to talk about the good points of cell phones.
b. She liked the article in the Sunday Globe about cell phones.
c. She thought the bad points of cell phone weren’t included in the article.
2. When talking on cell phone or face to face
a. it’s not necessary to speak very loudly.
b. the microphone is sensitive enough to hear
c. you should speak very quietly
3. Amber thinks that making a phone call in a crowded elevator is
a. sensitive b. an emergency c. impolite
4. Amber thinks that if you talk on you cell phone while doing something else,
a. you might not pay attention to what you’re doing.
b. you friends will enjoy being with you more
c. you will save a lot of time
B. Write the number of the paragraph (1-4) that best matches each piece of advice.
1. Never make a call in a car full of people.
2. Remember to speak normally.
3. Don’t talk on you phone and pay for something at the same time.
4. Keep your ringer quiet.

Appendix B

Cell phone is considered one of the most convenient gadgets, especially in an emergency, in human
history. Yet, chances are just about everyone has been annoyed at one point or another by someone not
practicing proper cell phone etiquette. In order to contribute to a more polite society, cell phone etiquette
addresses the following simple rules of politeness when using a cell phone in public.
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1. When a Private Conversation Isn't Possible.  Public settings such as restaurants, restrooms, buses or
anywhere a private conversation is not possible is a bad place for a cell phone conversation.

2. Lights Out, Phone Off  Cell phones should be turned off in movie theaters, playhouses or any other public
place that creates an atmosphere to transport the imagination of the audience. It’s impolite to let the phone ring
interrupts people when people are paying attention to the performance.

3. Modulate Your Voice  Cell phones have sensitive microphones that can pick up a very soft voice. Yelling
into a cell phone is not necessary. When people are nearby, be considerate and keep your voice low. Arguing in
public is very poor cell phone etiquette.

4. Observe the 10-foot Proximity Rule  Keep a distance of at least 3 meters from the nearest person when
talking on a cell phone. No matter how quietly you speak, if standing too close to others they are forced to
overhear your personal business.

5. Keep It Short Keep public conversations brief and get back to the caller when you're not in a public place.

6. Love the One You're With It's impolite to take a cell phone call during a social engagement with others.
It's also inconsiderate to take a call in the middle of a conversation unless in emergencies, and of course you
should ask for permission.

7. Drive Now, Talk Later Talking on the cell phone while driving is a bad combination. Some evidence
shows that accidents are on the rise due to the cell phone using while driving. When you drive you should pay
attention on the road.

8. Use Common Sense Turn off your phone before a job interview, presentation, or boardroom meeting. Be
sensitive to the appropriateness of the situation. By Kayne, R.
Appendix C
L A. Look at the list of words from the reading. Match each one with a definition on the right.
1. impolite A. the customs or rules governing behavior regarded as correct.
2. sensitive B. action of applying one’s mind to something
3. combination C. giving nor trouble or difficulties; suitable
4. etiquette D. sudden serious event
5. permission E. rude, not polite; bad-mannered.
6. convenient F. joining of mixing two things together
7. emergency G. allowance; act of allowing to do something.
8. attention H. able to detect and respond to small changes
II. Now complete the sentences below using the vocabulary from the above column.
1. Photographic paper is highly to light.
2. Some people still thing it is for men not to stand up when a woman comes into the
room.
3. You must give your full to what you are doing.
4.  The new elected president will now to the people.
5. Ican’t see him now; it’s not
6.  You have my to leave.
7. You should only use this door in an .
8. Pinkisa of red and white.

133



S EETE L S LR
i)

Appendix D

Vocabulary Knowledge Scale ( immediate posttest )

I — (=
ﬁ . fAttentlon r !

( L5 Ft QEi@ﬁP?ﬂJ

(O #3hEaiet s e -

( PRI Ei;ﬁ}fE [ﬁ”‘" 19 FE P RLRL (ISR 83
( ) IV. 1&ipj§§ = p YHEURLRL ( %J%ﬂ"ﬁ‘}ﬁ Y B
( :

V.2 R LR IFLHJ
(s 4 S ) G e i B V)
o

2. Sensitive

(LB i@lﬁ[ﬁﬂu
(O A EERT e -
( YL Z$ L lj@j{E S AU RRL ( ﬁ]?g.ﬂﬁ\/ﬂ RVE =)
( )IV 95{ S o J»p SRR (%J%ﬂ"ﬁmw =)
( SIS

<F ﬁ%WpW>M®”$W$E FETEy

3. Convenient
()L P FHE L ER S
( >Hfﬁféﬂy$@7mﬂ@a
( >H1wsy@ LR (AP FR)
( )IV. t‘jh d»ﬁu%hwi ([%J%ﬂ"ﬁ‘}H v EED
( YV, T B *]—{ H

R J%mnﬁﬂ$w>M®ﬂﬁhm T R TY)

. €rmission
()L 2P L ER S
( ﬂLﬂﬁm§EWH@7Wﬁﬁﬁo
( ) 111 f?EIIHfE[E( » PSR IR RLRL (fﬁj?&ﬂﬁ&ﬂl@ TR
(W S LR (iR 11 5%
( rFl [E' [J

@%m s T TR B TV)

5. Etiquette
( YL Z5 R pL (T
(L %Eﬁqgfg%ﬂﬂjlﬂg&mo
(ML S S (A B FR)
( ) IV. 9;[[1 *[E{ J’FU:E{LFJil_ (%J%ﬂﬁ‘/ﬂl‘d/ =)
( YV A g [E'?J

6Cmmwm<%ﬁ W>M®~ EPL T S E R V)

O L BT LEERY
(I %f g[IHLH AR AR
( >H1%5@@@ LR R CRBA R 7%
(O g LR GESET S
( ) V. Z5 R g [

J%éi[iliw>M®w EFL T S E R V)

7. Impolite
()L P L ERE S
( )Hﬂﬂ@gﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁwﬁh
(DI BPBEGHT S gt (RSB R 7%
( )IV. J;&j Tf‘ [ﬁa*;{ Ll»pﬁhﬁji_ ([%J%‘;ﬁ"ﬁﬁ}ﬁw rd=o))
( ) V. g LH[E'

%F’ﬂ, ﬁ%wlmm QN BZFRED Vo GETRIR ECPE V)

134



HEER P-4 FHZH FPERE10F7A FI135R
Journal of Ching-Yun University, Vol.31, No.3 (2011)

8.  Emergency

( )L ,ﬂr%c @ﬁ i 14

( )IL %qpf flat= s (I R -

( YL #5564 zpﬁ;éTa' » FY AU RLEL (RIS A H I #75%)
( )IV. 1&ipj§§ 5 J.EJ%LF;L;% (%J;;ﬂ»'mwz%ﬂ%ﬂ)
(V. BHrE EH = .

%F’ﬂf lﬁ%i’ﬁaﬂi)@ﬂﬁ\"“ IR ’?flﬁﬂjlﬁfﬁﬁ'w)

135



/p Z FLH = g <</ﬁ Z F3R) #cfaiei

It

=g

*‘“&ﬁiﬁﬂ’@ﬁﬂ‘

1

L

S E BRI RS R
MU IR BN BN I )
:ﬁgwﬁoﬂ @;Fgfiuzig@'

BWAE YR
S AFFIP ARG DT RP b
B TR (AR s
CAFAR > E NG ReEEIIEF
BB EF A2 Ea CABARE G L G4 LEd RiEd
v ¢ RIS (rR R R RE {23l ) o AR ﬁ‘%‘ﬁ%’ﬁ'
T E e
\Efiﬁ.‘,’—"i"ﬂ?'-? » P 2 N NP
AE-E a2 worde T F A AR
< PEERKALE o
b o LB B R WS

‘*ﬁ%*?%#i<&%,
i’f%:’j"’ = 2L i

EYRER jw',xﬁ_:_‘p*_?_u poeos
SAE R AT o CEAF O ALEEF T R LB Rw Y S AEF
T E 757 ’ r’”#’”fé*\:' R KT SE I S ok i
B FREEs c S REFTHELFR IFEFR
%E%éﬂF%‘fiﬁb Pz J}dvEPﬂ\* >~ HE BT EH2pdf Rt > XA
EiEE "f%
4 Jl‘*ma‘éﬁ@ﬁ*ﬂ‘*%#&».(#%ﬁ%%ﬂ\,ﬁyﬁi RE) FaBEFRLYE 0T
TP i AR Hehs
-~ 17}%’1%320 ¥RV %‘r‘ EER- A2 E 5
(03) 458-1196 #3315 & E : (03) 428-5319
: aaoffice. j@cyu. edu. tw °

*—-%E’}l’ HT?\. \;I

LN v R g

92 #12 * 15 p92-1-

ARIT &9 1T p9T HER Y] EHF]
ARIT £6 P17 POT BEERF2 HEH 56
W98 &9 116 P98 FEAR XL EH ¥
AR &9 115 p99 HFER XL EH ]

BB EATRE S BERP h B EAE A n b

¥ (7§ R E
S g R T
“ g LT
% § R 6
e R T
g 0 & E DR

VAN E R R F AR T EEAYAER
FARM A AREAIARE S ST A RM(GHER

AR EGEE Y %A B

G RE R HE R BEREAN 2

S N ESEE S R

e fatd ATGIEL | § e

ERA

6”3*

e

F o (s S

REdRE -
FR o AEIFRD ]

#i {% 2

=4

4y

) F

EERELES T

*"o‘;}%ﬁ;;{ P E e M4 e

SR EEIER S 2B B

—\.7 ;Ei ;f,\,f@jm
'Y %_Sf@ﬁm o

@achs » 2APRIEd A p FRGRE FR P HEZhE% 4
H R

I AR q—f”ﬁigviﬁg—@lﬂv PR FREPITFEE OB EIFESTRE o

ZHEIW)HIBEL R €0



(#28%F) %tttk ¢ $=L1-% §£=g

L i A OOF = F = A~ [
§ [rl

BEELH s R N OOF = F[ 27 A Tl
fis *
Sl

Ik kL
ST Y
AT ?, BN
PP 1he=E
BN ]
V11N

R

= F‘riﬂg_@ :
TR

gE T SN E

A H EEFEE

Fﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ CEFFH) FFIF}EE{%“ E'IE?

By - 320 MRS TR (R 220 B
ik http://'www.cyu.edu.tw/

gﬁ : 03-4581196 75 8% 3315
SRR I

i : 03-4251876 + 0937-803395

210
i3

—T O

Hy E{\—_HE%E{ 3

W

—m
L
-0



	清雲學報-31-3目錄
	31-3學報序
	311A008電動車用鋰電池之殘電量估測
	311A013基於線性霍爾感測器之非接觸式角度量測系統設計與實驗研究
	312A015先秦史傳敘事傳統與
	311A006二晏詞之比較
	日治時期桃園新屋的人物群像與權力網絡
	312A008論華語文教學標音工具-以注意符號與漢語拼音為例
	311A015字彙練習對英文字彙習得之成效
	清雲學報徵稿辦法
	31-3

